‘@ 


Best, Allena (Champlin). 


Tal 
SO tuJZ 


WURK WIIH CHILDREN 


Bratuiee Veat. 


BULLETIN 


LOS ANGELES PULLIC@HAAQAT DREN'S BOOK CENTER 


Published by 


The University of Chicago Library - Center for Children’s Books 





VOL. V 


June, 1952 


No, 10 





BULLETIN of the Children's Book Center, 
Published by the University of Chicago Library, 
Center for Children's Books. Mary K. Eakin, 
Librarian, 


The book evaluations appearing in this BULLETIN 
are made with the advice and assistance of 
members of the faculty of the Graduate Library 
School, the Department of Education, and the 
University Laboratory School. 


Published monthly except August. Subscription 
price is $1.75 a year. Checks should be made 
payable to the University of Chicago Library. 
Correspondence regarding the IN should be 
addressed to the Center for Children's Books, 
University of Chicago, 5855 Kimbark Avenue, 
Chicago 37, Illinois. 


New Titles for Children and Young People 


Alker, Dorothy F. Stars and stespies i rhymes 
for the very young; illus. by Curt Witt. 
Exposition Press, 1951. 48p. $2. 

Mediocre verse that is intended to give a 
very young child an appreciation of the world 
around him. The rhymes are uneven and awkward. 
Many of the poems will be meaningless to young 
children and, because they are poorly written, 
will not even have the appeal of rhyme and 
es _ children enjoy. Not recommended, 

K-Gr.2 


Baer, Marian E. Sound; an experiment book; 
drawings by Jean Martinez. Holiday House, 
1952, 1127p. $2.50. 

Simple experiments designed to explain the 
basic principles of sound. Contents include: 
Sound is vibration; Sound travels; Making 
sounds louder; Sound bounces; Hushing sound; 
Low tone, high tone; It suits me (finding key- 
notes); and Two inetruments to make (monotones). 
Directions for conducting the experiments are 
clear and easy to follow, The results of the 
experiments are not always indicated so that 
the reader would have to actually perform the 
experiment before he would know exactly what to 
expect. The somewhat slangy style gives the 
writing a condescending tone that older readers 
may find objectionable. (Gr.4-6) 


Sy esh Ludington's 
ride; written and illus, by Erick Berry 
cpseud.. e Viking, 1952. 128p. $2. 50. 
Fictionized account of an actual episode 
from the Revolutionary War. While Colonel 
Ludington was serving in the American Army, 
his daughters, Sybil and Ricky, tried to care 
for the home farm in York Colony. The hardest 





part of the work for Sybil was keeping twelve- 
year-old, tomboyish Ricky under control. Al- 
though Sybil was not as adventuresome as her 
younger sister she proved herself equally cou- 
rageous the night she rode thirty miles to warn 
the neighbors that the British were coming. The 
style is somewhat uneven in that Ricky is the 
main character through the major part of the 
book and then the focus changes abruptly to 
Sybil and her ride. Satisfactory as supple- 
——_«_ for units on American history. 
r.5- 


Binns, Archie. Secret of the Sleeping River; 
illus. by Rafaello Busoni. Winston, 1952. 
213p. $2.50. 

The Tompkine family of o Imp are back 
with more strange experiences with the super- 
natural, This time their adventures are 
centered around a television set that has been 
altered by a gypsy so the viewers are allowed to 
see around corners and into people's minds. The 
fantasy is somewhat less skillfully handled and 
the writing is more difficult than in feepo ces 
but the appeal of the book will be much t 
same, (Gr.6-8) 


Bowie, Walter Russell. 


he Bible story for boys 
anglais]: old Testanent ~ Abingdon—Cokesbury, ury, 
1952. 224p. 200, 


A companion volume to Bowie's New Testament ~( 
stories published in 1951. These stories from 
the 01d Testament are told with dignity and in 
an idiom that is suited to modern readers, In 
some sections, particularly the Psalms, Song of 
Solomon, and Proverbs, the older Biblical 
language has been retained, The book should 
have a wide use in libraries and homes. (Gr.4-8) 


Bowles, Kerwin, The man who painted the sun; 
the story of Vincent van Gogh; illus. by Henry 
Kallem. Stravon, 1951. S3lp. (Stravon great 
artists series). $1. Bes 

Fictionized biography of van Gogh in which 
each chapter is supposedly written by one of his 
friends or a member of his family. The result 
is a disjointed story that will have little ap- 
peal or meaning for young readers. The format 
of the book is that of a picture book and the 
series is designed for young readers but the 
writing is too difficult for readers below the 
sixth grade, Unattractive color illustrations 
by Kallem and poorly done black and white repro- 
ductions of some of van Gogh's works. Not 
recommended, (Gr.6-8) 


Brooks, Walter Rollin. 
illus. by Kurt Wiese, 
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$2.50. 

More adventures of Freddy, the pig, and his 
friends on the Bean farm. This time. the ani- 
mals are trying to outwit some new neighbors 
whose only interest is in fox hunting and who 
have little concern for the welfare of the 
farmers of the area. The story follows the 

attern of the earlier books with Freddy first 
bein hounded by the law and finally winning his 
freedom. By now there is very little origi- 
nality to either the plot or characters. Not 
recommended, (Gr.3-5 


Brown, Margaret Wise. Where have you been?; 
illus. by Barbara Cooney. rowell, 1 ° 
28p. £1.25. 

i Simple repetitive verse about well-known 

animais - the cat, squirrel, fish, bird, etc. 
The book will be fun to read aloud to very young 
children who will enjoy the humor of some of the 
verses and the repetition of phrases and sounds. 
Delightful illustrations by Barbara Cooney. 

The emall size of the book (5"x54") will add to 

its appeal. (K-Gr.1) 


Bryant, Bernice Morgan. Dan Morgan, sat of the 
derness; illus. by Paul Laune. Bobbs- 
Merrill, 1952. 183p. (Childhood of famous 
Americans series). $1.75. 

The boyhood of Dan Morgan in the frontier 
settlements of New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 
The writing is uneven and the characters never 
come alive. The last chapter in which two con- 
munities are quarreling over which shall be the 
final burial place of Morgan is meaningless and 
bears little relation to the rest of the book, 
Not recommended, (Gr.3-5) 


— 


Bundesen, Herman N. ward manhood, 

Lippincott, 1951. ° 95. (D47;D115) 
+ An excellent discussion of the sexual and 
emotional side of life for the maturing male, 
Although the biological aspect of the male and 
female reproductive systems are explained 
Clearly and frankly, this aspect of the book is 
not the major one. In two chapters, Dr. 
Bundesen traces the physical and emotional de- 
velopment of a child from birth to maturity; a 
discussion which will be of value to the teen- 
ager from the point of view of looking at his 
own sexual life, of understanding younger 
children around him, and later, of understanding 
his own children when he is a father. Other 
topics given forthright attention include: "Boy 
and girl relations as they should be"; "Why sex 
must be controlled"; "Perils of incontinence’*; 
"Venereal disease"; "Threats to continence"; 
"Things you may encounter"; "Aberrations of 
sex"; "The well-rounded life"; and "Looking to- 
ward sex fulfillment". Many topics are dis- 
cuesed which would be of value for use in physi- 
cal education classes or other classes in which 
sexual education is taught. (Gr.9-12) 


it yourself!; tricks, 
us. by tasrig Matulay. 





































































































Carlson, Bernice Wells. 
stunts, and ekite; i111 
Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1952. 159p. ° 

Simple tricks, stunts, and skits suitable 
for parties, camp stunt nights, and similar oc- 

Casions. Few of the suggested activities are 

new or original but the range is wide, the di- 

rections are clear and easy to follow, and the 

book will have many uses. (Gr.4-6) 
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Cavanah, Frances. They knew Abe Lincoln, a boy 
eo indiana: illus. by Harve Stein. Ran 
Mc y, 1952. 255p. $2.50. 

Anecdotes and stories about Lincoin's 
family and.neighbors in Indiana, The stories 
are well told and, although fictionalized, are 
basically accurate. They end with the family's 
move to Illinois when Lincoln was twenty-one, 
The book will have appveal both for its account 
of Lincoln's boyhood and as a good picture of 
frontier life at that time. (Gr.5-7) 


Clark, Ann (Nolan). Looking-for-something; 

the story of a stray burro of Ecuador; illus. 
by Leo Politi. Viking, 1952. 55p. $2.50. 

Delightful story of a small gray burro in 
Ecuador who goes wandering through the country 
looking for something - but he is not sure just 
what. He wanders from the banana country to 
the city, to the gold mines of the mountains, 
to the forests where the Indians live, and 
finally back to the banana country where he is 
Claimed by a small boy - and that is what he 
has been looking for. The rhythmic text is 
pleasant to read aloud and the colorful illus- 
trations are among Politi's best work. (K-Gr.3) 


Clark, Ann (Nolan). Secret of the Andes; with 
drawings by Jean Charlot. Viking, 1952, 
1350p. $2.50. (D25;D59) 

Ka Beautifully written story of a modern 
Indian boy's growth in understanding the histo- 
ry and beliefs of his people. Cusi is reared 
in the seclusion of the high Andes where he 
helps Chuto care for the sacred llama herd. 
When the time comes for him to visit the towns 
below and decide how his life will be spent he 
decides in favor of his people and the guarding 
of their culture. The story is too intro- 
spective to have much meaning or appeal for the 
general reader but it will have strong appeal 
for the imaginative reader. Charlot's drawings 
are a perfect complement to the text. (Gr.7-9) 


Further Pottleby 
adventures; illus. by Anne Merriman Peck, 


ddin, 951. , 9OP. $1.75. 

More doings of the scatterbrained Pottleby 
family. The first book had some elements of 
originality but by now the reader knows what to 
expect in the way of Pottleby difficulties and 
solutions. The humor is forced and the stories 
lack the spontaneity of the first book. Not 
recommended, (Gr.3-5) 


Dohaldson, Lois. Scouting for Washington; 

tp by Wilmer Wickham, Whitman, 1951, 

es 4p. e 
Rather dull account of the activities of 

two boys, Stephen Smith and Jonas Cattell, who 
served as scouts for Washington from the siege 
of Boston to the Battle of Trenton. The style 
is more that of a history textbook than a 
story. The format suggests a book for younger 
readers but the information is too detailed and 
the style too difficult for readers below the 
bag high school level. Not recommended, 


Gr.6-8) 

Faulkner, Nancy. Sees Ads illus. by Lee 
Ames. Doubleday, a 8p. $2.50. 

+ Fictionized account of an episode fron 
Virginia's history that has seldom been written 


Crampton, Gertrude. 
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about in children's books. When his father, 
Jonathan Irvin, was captured by the Indians, 
twelve-year-old Hugh escaped to Thomas 
Hansford's plantation where his uncle worked as 
estate manager. It was while living with his 
uncle and awaiting news of his father that Hugh 
became involved with the settlers who took part 
in Bacon's Rebellion and fought first the 
Indians and then the troups under Governor 
Berkeley. The book makes exciting reading as 
an adventure story and gives a good picture of 
Virginia in 1676, (Gr.7-9) 


Fenner, Phyllis Reid, ed. The first book of 
cartoons for ere picked by several hundred 
boys and girls with Phyllis Fenner; decorated 
by Ida Scheib, Watts, 1952. 69p. $1.75. 

A collection of cartoons chosen by the boys 
and girls of 9-14 years of the Plandome Road 
School at Manhasset, Long Island. The se- 
lections are well made and have a range of ap- 
peal from the very Juvenile to adult sophisti- 
cation. (Gr.3- ) 

Fiedler, Jean. a= green thumb story; pictures 
by Barbara Latham, Holiday House, 1952, 
40p. $1.75. 

Young Peter wanted a garden but neither of 
his parents felt capable of helping him start 
one. Finally a next-door neighbor offered his 
help and through his guidance Peter learned the 
real meaning of a "green thumb", An unim- 
portant story that is too mild to have much ap- 
peal but can be used where there is great need 
for easy reading material. (Gr.2-4) 


Fletcher, Sydney E. The big book of Indians, 
Grosset, 1950, 24p. Big treasure books). 


Full-page, full-color illustrations with 
brief text describing some of the customs and 
ways of living of the Piains Indians about the 
time the white men first began moving into the 


West. Size 94"x135". (Gr.5 reading level; 

K-6 interest level). 

Foyle, Kathleen. The little black calf; illus. 
by Arnrid Johnston. Warne, 1952. 4%p. $1.25 


Very slight but amusing story of a little 
black calf whose adventuresomeness almost 
brings disaster when he runs away from home 
and is caught by some aipee*s Lively and 
humorous illustrations t catch the spirit 
of the text. Insubstantial binding and 
stitching. (Gr.2-4) 


Frankel, Lillian (Berson). 101 best gus for 
teen-agers; by Lillian and Godfrey Frankel; 
drawings by John Fischetti. Sterling, 1951. 
t + e 

ee collection of games for teen-agers. 

Included are icebreakers, party themes, parlor 

games, mental games, outdoor and picnic games, 

simple dramatics, and auto games, Although the 
book is directed toward teen-age groups many of 
the games are suitable for younger children, 

(Gr.3-12) 


Gould, Jean. Sidney Hillman, great American, 
Houghton, 1952, S42p. $5. 

Sympathetic biography of Hillman and his 
work in establishing the Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers of America. By presenting Hillman as 
a man without faults or weaknesses the author 
has failed to make him seem completely real. 
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This becomes, however, a minor point when 
compared with the excellent victure of the 
growth of one of the most imvortant labor move- 
ments in America, (Gr.8-10) 


Gray, Elizabeth Janet. Windows for tne Crown 
ce; by Elizabeth Gray Vining. poincott, 
ee 320p. $4. (D62). 

An interesting and very readable account of 
Mrs. Vining's four years in Japan where she 
served as tutor to the Crown Prince. The 
author brings to the reader a real understanding 
of and liking for Japan andthe Japanese people 
that should help develop a similar liking and 
appreciation in American young people. 

(Gr. 8-12) 
Hartog, Jan de. The lost sea. 
1535p. $2.50. 

The story of a small Dutch boy who sailed 
as a “sea mouse" on one of the fishing vessels 
that operated in the Zuyder Zee in tne early 
1900's, The writing is introspective and the 


book's appeal will be primarily for the mature 
imaginative reader, (Gr.9-12) 


Harper, 1951. 


Havighurst, Walter. Life in America: The Great 
Plains; picture maps by rles P, 
anderwoud. Fideler, 1951. 128p. $2.36. 
Follows the same vattern as the earlier 
titles in the series. Part I gives a prief 
over-all view of tne Great Plains region, 
touching lightly on the history, the land, tne 
climate and seasons, the people, the crops, the 
natural resources, tne industries, the 
education and arts, recreation, and tne future 
of the Plains. Part II deals briefly with the 
individual states: North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas. As in 
tne earlier volumes the treatment of tne region 
is too superficial to have much value. The 
tw are interesting and useful. 
Gr.5- 


Illingworth, Frank. 

R. M. Powers. 
75. 
Exciting adventure story of Alaska and of 
sixteen-year-old Peter Kershaw who spends 
several montns with an Eskimo family in their 
winter home, There are hunting expeditions, 
blizzards, a near tragedy when Pete and several 
hunters are trapped on floating ice pans, and 
the proplem of dealing with a renegude Eskimo 
to make the winter a memorable one for tne boy. 
—«_- of life in the far north. 

Gr.7- 


Pete of Ice Bay; ilius. by 
Coward-McCann, 1951. 247p. 


Jansson, Tove. The happy Moomins; written and 
illus. by Tove Jansson; trans. by Elizabeth 


ortch, Bobbs-Merrill, 1952. 192p. $2.50. 
Moomins are a species of trolis living in 
Unlike common trolls, tne Moomins are 
smooth and sleek and prefer sunsnine to 
darkness. They sleep through the long Finnish 
winter and appear again, full of fun and 
mischief, wnen spring returns. The book has 
humor and originality but is marred by an 
excess of coyness. Some of the episodes would 
% sh read aloud or use for storytelling. 
Tr. 


Johnson, Enid. yerry's treasure hunt; illus. + 
by Ursula Koering. essner, 1Y51l. 64p, 
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(Everyday adventure stories). $1.50. 

Another story in the series designed to 
help young children learn about their community 
resources and services. Jerry is a small boy 
who has recently moved to a large city. Before 
he makes friends with any of the children in 
the neighborhood he is lonesome so he goes out 
to talk with the Department of Sanitation men, 
From them he learns all about how a city is 
kept clean and how the city's refuse is used to 
reclaim land, The story is too contrived to 

ve much interest for the general reader. 

8 easy reading and could be used in classes 
rt the community and community services, 


It 


(Gr.5-5 


Johnson, Enid. The right job for Judith, 
__. Messner, 1951. 184p. 2.50. 


Career novel about a young girl who is 
hailed as a second Schumann-Heink in her home 
town, tackles New York, and makes the heart- 
breaking discovery that her voice is only medi- 
ocre and will never be good enough for concert 
work. She then turns to social work and - with 
the inevitable young man - plans a future con- 
bining music and settlement house work, An 
interesting setting (a New York settlement 
house) and a real problem (Judith's acceptance 
of her lack of talent) but the characters are 
completely unrealistic and the writing medi- 
ocre., Not recommended. (Gr.8-10) 


Kish, George. Yugoslavia; illus. by Rafaello 
Bugoni. Holiday House, 1952, 27p. (Lands 
1.75 cloth; $1.25 boards, 


Brief account of the history, geography and 
present political set-up of Yugoslavia with the 
emphasis on the importance her geographical lo- 
cation has had on her history and the history 
of surrounding areas. Double-page maps at 
beginning and end of text. (Gr.7-9) 


Kroll, Francis Lynde. Young Sioux warrior; 
illus. by Charles H. Geer. Lantern Press, 
1952. 189p. $2.50. 

Little Bear, a twelve-year-old Sioux 
Indian boy, goes with his grandfather to help 
recover some stolen horses and in the process 
proves himself to be a real warrior. Not out- 
standing writing since none of the characters 
ever becomes real but the book does give an 
interesting and. unsensational picture of Indian 
life in the early days of this country. 
Lochlions, Colin. f[riple play. Crowell, 1952. 
193p. $2.50, 

Willi Baedecker, whose family has recently 
come to this country from Germany, faces the 
double problem of persuading his father of the 
value of playing baseball and of overcoming the 
prejudice of the coach and some of the team 
members, Neither situation is convincingly 
handled nor do any of the characters ever come 
alive. Not recommended. (Gr.5-7) 


Lyon, Elinor. ios Ste $2 hiding; a mystery. 
Coward-McCann, e ° 50, 

Mediocre mystery involving a hidden house 
that can be approached only from behind a water- 
fall or across a bog, and two incredible 
children who row up and down the coast of 
Scotland with great ease and miraculous speed. 


i eo 


es 


The world is my home. 
—_. Press, 1952. 169p. $1.25 paper; 





The children are given permission to live in 
the house - to get them out of their parents! 
way - and while there discover its owner and 
find a treasure that saves the house from being 
sold, Both situations and characters are con- 
an unrealistic, Not recommended, 

Gr, 5- 


McCloskey, Robert. One morning in Maine. 
-+- Viking, 1952. 64p. $2.50. 


Another, and in many ways an even more 
enjoyable, story of Sal, young heroine of 
Blueberries for Sal. This time Sal wakes up 
one morning to the startling discovery that a 
tooth is loose. After being reassured by her 
mother that this is a normal part of growing up, 
she proceeds to enjoy the experience and looks 
forward to putting the tooth under her pillow 
and making a wish, Her pleasure 1s aimost 
ruined wnen the tooth is Lost, but a gull's 
feather and some ingenious reasoning.on Sal's 
part save the day. A lilting story and, as 
usual, McCloskey's illustrations are enchanting 
in their detail and humor, (K-Gr.2) 


icPheil, Mary Laura, A childs treasure of 

oems, Exposition Press, 1951. 112p. Se 
oorly written poems designed to "help in 
directing young minds toward such subjects «s 
patriotism, the glories of nature, and the 
value of the Golden Rule." Some of the poems 
are parodies on well-known works, most of the 
holiday poems are of greeting card style and 
quality, and many are filled with platitudes 
that are neither poetic nor interesting. Not 
recommended, (K-Gr.4) 


Mand, Ewald. 





Friendship 
$2 cloth, 

A story of young Jaan Kalam and his fellow 
Estonian D.P.'s who were brought to the United 
States by a man who promised them work and a 
chance to build homes for tnemseives but who 
exploited their inability to understand English 
by virtually enslaving them in a tenant farm 
system. The story gives some interesting lignt 
on the problems of displaced persons in this 
country but it is so obviously written for that 
purpose that there is little reality to either 
the characters or situations. The style is 
didactic and the book is further weakened by 
the author's bringing in social problems which 
have no direct relationship to the plot and 
serve only as a vehicle for his preaching. 
recommended, (Gr.9-12) 


Miller, Donald G, Sonwerck Ln Cosine | a story 
of the Apostle Paul; illus. by Albert DeMee 
Jousset. Westminster, 1951. 27lp. $2.50. 
(D101) 

A scholarly, dignified biography of the 
Apostle Paul "designed for senior young people", 
The story, which covers the period from the 
stoning of Stephen until Paul's own martyrdom 
in Rome,. moves slowly and will have more appeal 
for the serious student of church history than 
for the casual reader, The review copy has 
several pages in which the inking from one side 
has come through the page making the text on 
the opposite side impossible to read. (Gr.9-12) 


Rockets and jets. Lothrop, 


Pp. 31.50, 
Pimplitied explanations of the basic- 


Not 


Neurath, Marie, 


1952. 36 
¥ Clear, 











principles involved in the operation of rockets 
and jets, beginning with simple fire works and 
ending with proposed space ships. Stylized, 
somewhat dia tic, pictures add to the 
understanding of the text. (Gr.4-6) 


Oakley, W. — boy's workshop companion; 

4llus. by the author. Greenberg, 1952. 
218p. $2.75. 

A book designed for use in acquiring and 
using a home workshop. Many of the illus- 
trations are of tools made forty or fifty years 
ago and no longer available except in antique 
shops. Some of the terms used are equally old- 
fashioned and the entire tone of the book is 
condescending. The lettering for the illus- 
trations is poorly done and at times difficult 
to read. Not recommended. (Gr.8-9) 





we 


Paulsen, Christian. Children's tales from 
Norway; trans. from the Norwegian Russell 
A. Peterson. Meador, 1950. e 41.50. 


A misleading title for the book is really 

an account of several episodes from the author's 
childhood in Norway. Some of his misdeeds are 
similar to those of Peck's bad boy and might 

have been humorous but for the extremely poor 

sr the translation. Not recommended, 
Gr.5- 


Piper, Watty, ed. Stories that never grow 


; illus. by George and Doris Hauman, 
Platt, 1952. 10lp. $2.50. 

—— +~= Revised edition of a book first published 
in 1938. The book contains twenty familiar 
stories, some of them folk tales and some by 
well-known authors. Author credit is not given 
except for materials that are still in copy- 
right. The versions used are acceptable al- 
though not outstanding and the same stories are 
available in other sources. The illustrations 
do not always match the text and some contain 
objectionable stereotypes. Not recommended, 
(K-Gr. 2) 





Poole, Lynn. Trae science and you; illus. 
“1. by Jeanne Bendick. Whittlesey House, 1952, 
- 208p. $2.75. 

An entertaining account of modern develop- 
ments in science based on the television 
program, "The John Hopkins Science Review", 
Contents include the new X-ray camera; the 
Magnificent Microscope; aerial camera flights 
in rockets; grinding diffraction gratings; 
health problems from the battle against flies 
to the control of schistosomiasis; human engi- 
neering; isotopes; trace elements; cattle dis- 
eases; restoring art objects; Carbon 14 as a 
key to the past; and future research. The 
author has made difficult subjects under- 
standable for the layman and has managed to con- 
vey some of his own interest and enthusiasm for 
the work of modern scientists. (Gr.8-12) 
Renick, Marion (Lewis). Pete's home run; illus, 

- by Pru Herric. Scribner's, 1952. 11%p. $2. 


(D92) 

Pete wanted to “ogg d ball with his older 
brother's gang but he was not quite ready at 
first to accept the fact that becoming a good 
player means hard work and practice, Eventu- 
ally he realized that there is no easy way to 
baseball success and before the summer was over 
had improved to the point wnere the boys were 










looking forward to the next year when he would 
be old enough to join their Little League team. 
Good baseball for readers who are approaching, 
or have just reached, Little League age. 
(Gr.3-5) 


Richardson, Myra Reed. Finders keepers; ilius. 
by Don Freeman, Viking, 1951. iS0p- $2.50. 

oe Three boys, four dogs, three bears, and a 
mean man who nistreate dogs combined in a story 
that has many possibilities but fails to a- 
chieve any of them. The characters are not 
realistic and so much happens that the action 
becomes confused and disjointed. Not recom—- 
mended, (Gr.6-8) 


Roberts, Irma. The jungle twins. Coward- 
P. ek 


McCann, 1951. i 
Story of twin monkeys living in the jungle 


— 


of Africa. The setting is interesting but the 
animals are so highly personified they have 
lost all reality. Not recommended, Gr.4-6) 


Robertson, Keith. The lonesome sorrel; illus, 
by Taylor Oughton. Winston, 1952, 214p. 
» i $2. 50. 

A refreshingly new approach to the boy and 
horse story. Cliff Barry was unhappy when his 
family moved from Philadelphia to the small 
town of Mavleton and the last thing in the 
world he wanted was a horse, Motorcycles were 
his chief interest in life. It was no pleasure 
then to find that his uncle had sent him a 
thoroughbred hunter, Cinnamon; nor did he 
realize at first that Cinnamon was truly happy 
only when Cliff was around. The boy's growing 
interest in and response to the horse make an 


absorbing story that will delight all horse 
story fans. (Gr.7-9) 


Rosenthal, Harold, ed. Basebali is their 

business. Random House, 1952, -180p. $2.50. 

Ten different jobs in basebail are de- 

scribed showing for each one its importance to 
baseball and the training and characteristics 
needed to do the work. The jobs included are: 
scout, newspaperman, player, radio announcer, 
publicity man, television producer, umpire, 
statistician, general business manager, and 
team manager. The writing is somewhat uneven 
but the subject has interest and will also be 
useful as Career material for guidance classes. 
(Gr.8-10) 


Rounds, Glen. 


Whitey and the blizzard, 
+ Holiday House, 1952. 32p. $1.25. 


Brief story of a two day experience Whitey 
has in which he is lost in a blizzard and uses 
his experience and knowledge to save himself 
and a neighbor and his two boys. This is actu- 
ally no more than a short story but it will 
satisfy readers who want a "thin" book. The 
page set-up and large type make the book look 
deceptively easy. It can be nandled witn ease 
at the sixth grade ievel and will not be too 
\|aifficult for good readers at the upper fifth 
iigrade level. (Gr.6-8) 

Scott, Jane. Little aos Gogo. Peggy cloth- 
_. books, 1952, 9p. 1.50, 

Washable cloth book with a hand=-puppet 
washcloth attacned. The text is obviously 
written to match the pictures and is unneces— 
sary in a book for the age youngsters wno Like 











Cloth books. 


Mediocre illustrations, 


Seton, Ernest Thompson. heroes; illus. 
py the author. Grosset, iget: 256p. (A 
Thrushwood book). $1. ; 
First published in 1901. Eight short 
stories about various animals, wild and tame. 


The animals included are a cat, a dog, a pigeon, 


a jack rabbit, a lynx, two wolves, and a 
reindeer. The extremely fine print will dis- 
courage many readers who would otherwise find 
the stories interesting. Illustrations are 
cot Fiamma black and white drawings. 
Gr. 


Skinner, Ada Maria, comp. A ee book of 
modern stories; comp. by A ° er and 
Eleanor M. Skinner; pictures by Jessie 

—— Willcox Smith. Dodd, 1951. S4lp. $5. 

Re- rinting of a book first published in 
the oaly 1900's. In spite of the title, most 
of tne stories in tne collection have little 
in either subject or style to appeal to modern 
children, The tone throughout is didactic and 
condescending. The iliustrations are not 
Jessie Willcox Smith's best work and are poorly 
reproduced, Not recommended. (Gr.2-4) 


Smith, Eunice Young. The Jennifer aa, 
by Eunice Youn th. 


written and illus. 
~~. Bobbs-Merrill, 1951. 2635p. $2.50. 

More about Sennifer Hill and her family. 
Both plot and characters have worn thin and 
Jennifer is not only unrealistic but entirely 
too precocious to nave much avpeal, The story 
lacks the warmth and naturalness of the first 
two books. Not recommended. (Gr.4-6) 


Steiner, Charlotte. The little train that 
ga. the oom story and pictures by 
otte Steiner. Wonder Books, 1952. 
26p. - $.25. 

A well-worn plot in wnicn the unappreciated 
freignt train rescues the picnickers after the 
fancy streamliner breaks down, The story lacks 
originality; tne iilustrations are incongruous, 
The freignt engine is of early 1800 vintage and 


the excursion train is a late model streamliner. 


Not recommended. (K-Gr.1) 
Sterne, Emma (Gelders). antha M.D,; 
with decorations by Edwa. ° swell. dd, 


1952. 1658p. 42.50. 
Re-print of a book first published in 1953. 
The title is misleading in tnat tne story is of 


tne events leading up to Amarantha's decision to 
It is, however, a good picture 


become a doctor. 
of the period following tne Civil war and of 
life in one of tne first coLteges for women in 


this bee The author has drawn on histories 
2 


of Smith College for her description of the 
setting and for some of the characterizations. 
There are some unfortunate stereotypes in the 
text that could have been omitted or changed 
without altering the story. (Gr.8-10) 


Stong, Philip Duffield. aise the hillbilly; 
~~ by Kurt Wiese. odd, ° 4p. 
# 5. 
In this story of an Ozark mule who outwits 
two city slickers the author has attempted to 
reproduce the idiom of the Ozarks without any 


real feeling on his part for either the people 
or their way of talking and acting. 





a 2? = 
(ages 1-3) 


—— author. Exposition Press, 195. 


rest; t hy by J 
+ i 1852, 96p. $2.50. 


™ 1952, 


Much of the 


conversation is in formal grammar wnile the 
author's descriptive passages are exaggeratedl 
idiomatic, The result is a contrived story 
that fails to capture the real cnarm of the 


ople or their language. Not recommended, 
tor. 5-7) 


Swartz, Maude Kierce, ee fon es a 
book of verse for children; illus. by the 
SOp. 
$1. 50, 

A book of verse designed to give city 
children an understanding of nature end out- 
door life. The writing is of poor qiality and 
the tone too coy and didactic to have avpeal 
or interest. Not recommended. (Gr.2-4) 

Wall, Gertrude (Wallace). rom tn 
alvin Towsley. 


Absorbing account of modern lumbering 
operations, In brief text and exceilent, 
full-page photographs tne entire process is 
shown from the marking of the tree for cutting 
to the building of a frame house from tne 
finished boerds. The emphasis tnrou-hout the 
book is on modern conservation practices which 
get the maximum good from lumber without 
destroying forests. Size 8"xl0", (Gr.4-8) 


Wilde, Irma. ine GSE CHEE duck; written 
and illus. by Irma Wilde. onder Books, 
26p. 3. 25. 

Slight and exceedingly coy story of Suzie 
end her pets - a Big Dog, a Little Dog, three 
Cuddly Kittens, and a Fuzzy Little Duck, 
Unattractive illustrations, Not recommended, 


(K-Gr.1) 
Yost, Edna. Modern Ameri engineers, 
Liopincott, a 2.706 


2D. 

Brief biographies of twelve outstanding 
American engineers of today. The areas 
represented by these men are: engineering 
educator, mechanical engineer, civil engineer, 
electrical engineer, mining engineer, 
agricultural engineering, industrial 
engineering, consultant, petroleum engineer, 
research engineer, automotive engineer, and 
radio and television engineer, In addition to 
ite biogravhical information tne book will 
have value es vocational guidance material and 
is especially useful for the emphasis which 
many of these men place on the need for a 
liberal arts background for engineers. 
(Gr.8-10) 


nstructional terials, Su ementa 
and Sources of Materials 


The materials listed here are not available 
from the Center for Children's Books. Orders 
should be sent to the publishers of the 
individual iteme, 


Hurley, Beatrice Davis. hildren's books 
for eighty-five cents or less. Association 
or ood Education, International, 


1200 Fifteenth Street, Northwest, Washington 
5, D.C., 1952. $.50.° , ’ 


adin 


Malter, Morton 8. "The content of comic 


magazines," Elementary School Journal 52: 
505-10, My'52, 


"@ 
























Martin, Laura K. "What are the tasks ahead for 
the school librarian?*® ag itatlo. for the 
task ahead. Bulletin of the Bureau of School 

rvice, College of Education, University of 
Kentucky. 24:85-90. Mr'52, 


Rounds, Robert W. "Growing with books." oe 
York State Education 59:503-4, 611. My'5z, 


Wagner, Martha. 
gh.school readings. 
41:251-53. My'52. 


Suggested Titles for Use in Grades 2-4 


Adrian, M. Garden spider. Holiday House, 1951. 
Anderson, C.W. Blaze finds the trail. 
Macmillan, 1950. 
Whitman, 


Bannon, Le. Patty paints a picture. 


1946, 

Bare, A.E. Maui's summer, Houghton, 1952, 
Beim, J. Country garage. Morrow, 1952. 

- Gountry train. Morrow, 1950, 

- Swimming hole. Morrow, 1951. 


° im and the tool chest. Morrow, 1951. 


"College students evaluate 


The English Journal 























Bell, T.H. Pawnee. Viking, 1950, 
a J. All around you. Whittlesey House, 
1951. 


Black, I.8. Dusty and his friends. 
House, 1950. 


. arene a mischievous magoie. Holiday 
House, 1949, 


Bradbury, B. One kitten too many. Houghton, 
1952. 
Brock, E.L. 


Holiday 








ristie and the colt. Knopf, 1949. 











Brooke, L.L. The golden goose book. Warne, 
1906. 

Carroll, R.R. Peanut. Oxford, 1951. 

Caudill, Re. Uo and down the river. Winston, 
1951. 

Chalmers, A. A kitten's tale. Viking, 1946, 

Christensen tle Bruin and Per. 


H. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1951. 


Clark, M.E. The poppy seed cakes. Doubleday, 
1924, 
Georgie's pets. Abingdon-Cokesbury, 


Conger, M. 
1950. 


Creekmore, R. Macmillan, 1950. 


ittle skipper. 

















Dannecker, H. Happy, Hero and Judge. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury, 1950. 

7 L.R. The wild birthday cake. Doubleday, 
1949, 

Dobbs, R. Qnce upon a time. Random House, 
1950, 

Doremus, R. Spooks and spirits and shadowy 
shapes. Aladdin, 1949. 

Earle, 0.L. Thunder ings. WNorrow, 1951. 

Eaton, J. Washington, the nation's first hero. 
Morrow, 1951. 

Eberle, I. Hop, skip, and fly. Holiday House, 
1951. 

Ehrlich, B. Cocolo comes to America. Harper, 
1949, 


Evans, E.K. Araminta. Minton, Balch, 1935, 
Fabres, A. . Anne and Maryke. Winston, 1947, 


Fatio, L. Anna the horse. Aladdin, 1951. 


Fisher, A.L. Over the hills to Nugget. 
Aladdin, 1949, 


eg M. Walter, the lazy mouse. Doubleday, 

1957. 

Garrett, Helen. Mr. Flip Flop. Viking, 1948, 

Geisel, T.S. The 500 hats of Bartholomew. 
Hale, 1938. 











Random House, 1947, 
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Goudey, A.E. The merry fiddlers. Aladdin, 1951, 
Hader, B.H. ittle appaloosa. Macmillan, 1949, 
Haywood, C. etsy ro Billy. Harcourt, i941. 
—= - Eddie and the fire engine. Morrow, 
49. 
° e die. lWMorrow, 1947, 
Henderson, L.G. any cowboys sing, in Texas. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury, 50. 
Hoffman, G. Primitive and his dog. Dutton, 
1949, 
Hoffmann, M.J. Miss B's first cookbook. Bobbs- 





Merrill, 1950. 

Factory kitten. Watts, 1949, 

Hurd, ©.T. Qld Silversides. Lothrop, 1951. 
Hutchinson, V.S. Candle-light stories. Hale, 


1928, 
Randy and the Queen of Sheba, 


Johnson, M.S. 
Morrow, 1951. 
- Snowshoe pews. Morrow, 1948, 
Lams Beh A child's first cook book. Hart, 
1950. 
Lathrop, D.P. 
Lattimore, E.F. 
Morrow, 1951. 





Who goes there? Macmillan, 1935. 
Bells for a Chinese donkey. 








- Christopher and his turtle. Morrow, 

- Davy of the Evergledes. Morrow 
“i945. 

- Three little Chinese girls. Morrow, 


1946, 
Leaf, M. Wee Gillis. Viking, 1958, 
Lipkind, W. Finders keepers. Harcourt, 1951. 
McCloskey, R. Lentil. Hale, 1940, 
McClung, RM. Sphinx. Morrow, 1949, 

- Stripe. Morrow, 1951. 
Mason, M.E. The gray-nosed kitten. 

1950, 

Milhous, K. 




















Houghton, 


The ege tree. Scrivner's, 

Newberry, C.T. Baboette. Harper, 1937, 

Newell, H.H. The little old woman carries on, 
Nelson, 1947. 


1950, 

















Norling, J.S. Pogo's letter. Holt, 1946, 
- Pogo's sky ride. Holt, 19435, 





- Pogo's train ride. Holt, 1944, 
Politi, L. A boat for Peppe. Scribner's, 1950, 
ASbSEE. eo. Scribner's, 1951. 
Robertson, L. Picnic woods. Harcourt, 1949, 
Schneider, H. How big is big? Scott, 1950. 

- Now try this. Scott, 1947, 

. You among the sters. Young Scott, 














1951. 
Schreiber, G. 


Bambino the clown. Viking, 1947, 
Scott, 3S. Rip and Royal. 


Harcourt, 1950, 











- Tippy. Harcourt, 1950, 
Simont, M. Harper, 1951. 


Polly's oats. 
Smith, I. Down the road with Johnny. 
Whittlesey House, 1951. 


° a days for Johnny. Whittlesey 
House, 5 


Stilwell, A. Chin Ling, the Chinese cricket. 
Macmiiian, 1947, 

Stolz, M.S. Tne leftover elf. 

Tarry, E. The runaway elephant, 

Webo, A. Song of the seasons. 


Morrow, 1950, 
Webber, I.E.S. Anywnere in the world. Scott, 
1947, 


- Qravelers all. Scott, 1944, 
Wiese, K. Fish in the air. Viking, 1948, 
Williams, G. The adventures of Benjamin Pink, 
Harper, 1951. 

Woolley, C. David's railroad. Morrow, 1949, 
Zaffo, G.J. The big book of real building and 

c 8s. Grosset, 1951. 
Zim, H.S. Elephants. Morrow, 1946, 








Harper, 1952. 
Viking, 1950. 























